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ADVERTISEMENT, 



The following " Trcatyfe of Fyflhynge wyth an 
angle," is not only the earlieft, but by far the 
moft curious eflay upon the fubje6): which has 
ever appeared in the Engliih, or perhaps in any 
other language. 

It feems to have been firft printed by 
Wynkyn de Worde, in his edition of the Book 
of St. Alban^s in 1496; and, judging from its 
orthography and language, it was evidently 
written in the middle of the fifteenth century. 
An attempt has been made by the editor of 
the reprint of that work, to prove, from the fol- 
lowing paflage, that it was originally compofed 
about that time, " l^ow thenne woll I dyfcryve 
the fayd dyfportes and gamys to fynde the 
befte of theym as veryly as I can : alle be it 
that the ryght noble and full worthy prynce 
the duke of Yorke late callid mayfter of game^ 
hath dyfcryved the myrthes of huntynge lyke as 
I tlunke to dyfgry ve of it," &c. but the evidence 
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IV ADVERTISEMENT. 



which it affords is of a very doubtful charaSer* 
The treatife alluded to was written by Edmond 
of Langley Duke of York who died in 1402 and 
whofe fituation of " Mayfter offhe Game'* is 
thus noticed by Hardyng, 



" The Kyng then made the duke of Yorke by name 
Maiflter of the new house, and his haukes fayie 
Of his renery and Mayster of his game." 

but the only pofitive inference which that fen- 
tence allows, is, that the writer had feen the trea- 
tife on Hunting, and that the royal author of it 
was then deceafed ; for from the great laxity 
of language at that period it would be very un- 
fafe to confider that " late galled Mayfler of 
Game" meant, either that the Duke was then 
Hiding, but no longer " Mayfter of Game," or that 
" his name and perfon were recent in memory 
in time of the author." 

Unfortunately there are no means by which 
the name of the Author of the Treatyfe can be 
afcertained; and the opinion, expreffed by Sir 
John Hawkins that, it was written by Dame 
Julian de Berners, is not only unfupported by 
even a fliadow of proof, but it is negatived by 
the following circumftances. It does not occur 
in the firft edition of the " Boke of St. AlbanV* 
in 1488, and upon its introduftion into that 
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ADVERTISEMENT. IX 

work by Wynkyn de Worde, he explains his 
motives for inferting it in a manner which a^l- 
moft eftablifhes that it was not the produ£lion of 
that celebrated woman, or of either of thofe by 
whom {he is fuppofed to have been aflifted. 

«* Here we fliall make an ende of the mooft 
fpecyall thynges of the boke of the lygnage of 
cote armurys, and how gentlymen fhall be knowen 
from ungentylmen. And confequently fliall 
folowe a compendyous ireatyfe of fyffliynge wyth 
an angle, whiche is right neceflary to be had in 
this prefent volume : by caufe it fliewyth afore 
the manere of hawkynge and huntynge wyth 
other dyvers maters right neceflary to bie knowen 
of noble men and alfo for it is one of the dyf- 
portes that gentylmen ufe. And alfo it is not 
foo labororyous ne foo diflioneft to fyiihe in this 
wyfe as it is w^ nettes and other engynes whyche 
crafty men do ne ufe for theyr dayly encreafe of 
goodes." But the conclufion is ftill more convinc- 
ing, " And for by caufe that this prefent treatyfe 
fliolde not come to the hondys of eche ydle 
perfone whyche wolde defire it yf it were en- 
prynted allone by itfelf and put in a lytyll 
plaunflet therefore I have compylyd it in a greter 
volume of dyverfe bokys concernynge to gen- 
tyll and noble men, to the entent that the for- 
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fayd ydle perfones whyche fliolde have but lytyll 
mefure in the fayd dyfporte of ffyflhyng (holde 
not by this meane utterly dyftroye it." 

The latter paflage, befides its importance in 
being, it is prefumed, decifive of the point which 
it is cited to prove, is deferving of attention 
from the wifli which it avows to confine in- 
formation on Angling to the upper clafles, who 
only could then afford to purchafe a large vo- 
lume ; left, if it was difiributed among '' ydle 
persones," by which the lower orders were pro- 
bably meant, there would be fo many ikilful 
anglers as to leave but little fport for " gen- 
tylmen," who alone, in the writer's efiimation, 
were entitled to fuch an amufement. The re- 
mark relative to a *• lytyll plaunflet" fdvours 
the idea that a much greater number of articles 
of that defcription were then printed, and con- 
fequently that many more perfons were able to 
read, than is commonly imagined. 

The only MS. of the Treatyfe which is known 
to be extant, is a fragment now in the pofleffion 
of Jofeph Haflewood, Efq. and which formerly; 
belonged to Mr. William Herbert. It does' 
not extend farther than the inftru6lions re- 
lating to the bait for trout; and the different 
readings between it and the printed copies. 
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which are very few and. unimportant, arc mi- 
nutely given by that accurate and indefatigable 
reviver of old Englifli literature in his reprint 
of the Boke of St. Alban's. 

It is not, however, merely as a literary curio- 
fity that this Treatyfe is of intereft, for inde- 
pendently of the information which it contains 
of the ftate of Angling at the period in which it 
was written, there are fome grounds for pre- 
fuming that it suggested to Walton the idea of 
his popular •* Complete Angler," for the moft 
fuperficial reader cannot fail to be ftruck with 
the general refemblance between them. The 
Treatyfe of Tyfjhyng wyth an Angle y commences 
with fome obfervations, which are remarkable for 
their truth and fimplicity : and after comparing 
the purfuits of Hunting, Hawking and Fowling, 
with that of Angling, the preference is of courfe 
given to the latter. Then follow inftructions 
for making tackle, rods, baits, &c., and a de- 
fcription of the moft ikilful manner of ufing 
them, together with an account of the various kinds 
of river fifli and their refpeftive merits as food ; 
and the treatise is concluded by fome admirable 
rules for the governance of the condufl of Ang- 
lers towards each other, and towards thofe whofc 
lands they frequent, an obfervance of which, it 
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is emphatically added would fecure " the bleiTynge 
of God and faynt Petyrc whyche he theym graunte 
that wyth his precyous blood us boughte." 

Thus it is manifeft, that in the moft impor- 
tant features, Walton has clofely followed the 
Treatyfe, and although he has much enlarged 
upon it, and introduced his remarks in a dia- 
logue, there is fo great a fimilarity between 
them, as to juftify the opinion that if the ori- 
ginal idea of his work--was not derived from 
this tract, he was indebted to it in an emi- 
nent degree. In piety and virtue- in the incul- 
cation of morality— in an ardent love for their 
art, and fiill more— in that placid and Chriftian 
fpirit, for which the amiable Walton was fo 
confpicuous, the early writer was fcarcely infe- 
rior to his more celebrated fucceflbr. Nor ought 
the fuggeftion to offend the admirers of the 
latter, that judging from their writings upon the 
fame fubjefl, and making a proper allowance for 
the different Hate of manners in the 15th and 
17th centuries, it would be difficult to find 
two more kindred fpirits than the authors of 
" The Treatyfe of Fyffliynge with an Angle," 
and of " The Complete Angler." 

To thofe then, who confider that the idea 
which has juft been hazarded poffeffes fome foun- 
dation, this little volume is an almoft indifpen- 
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ir HERE BEGYNNYTH 

THE TREATYSE OF FYSSHYNGE 

WYTH AN ANGLE. 



Sal AM ON in his parablys fayththat a good 
fpyryte makyth a flourynge aege, that is a fayre 
aege and a longe. And fyth it is foo : I aske this 
queftyon, whiche ben the meanes and the caufes 
that enduce a man in to a mery fpyryte : Truly 
to my befte dyfcrecon it femeth good dyfportes 
and honeft gamys in whom a man Joyeth without 
ony repentannce after. Thenne folowy th it y* gode 
dyfportes and honefl games ben caufe of mannys 
fayr aege and longe life. And therefore now woU 
I chose of fouregood^lifportes and honeft gamys, 
that is to wyte ; of huntynge : hawkynge : fyfh- 
ynge : and foulynge. The befle to my fymple dyf- 
crecon whyche is fyflhynge : callyd Anglynge wyth 
a rodde: and a lyne and an hoke*. And therof 
to treate as my fymple wytte may suflyce : both 
for the fayd reafon of Salamon and alfo for the 
reafon that phifyk makyth in this wyfe. IF Si tibi 
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2 OF FYSSHYNGE 

deficiant medici medici tibi fiant : hec tria mens 
leta labor et moderata dieta. IF Ye fhall under- 
ftonde that this is for to faye, Yf a man lacke 
leche or medicyne he fhall make thre thynges his 
leche and medycyne : and he fhall nede neuer no 
moo. The fyrfte of theym is a mery thought. 
The feconde is labour not outrageo. The thyrde 
is dyete mefurable. Fyrfte that yf a man wyli 
euer more be in mery thoughtes and have a 
gladde fpyryte: he muft eschewe all contraryous 
company and all places of debate where he 
myghte have ony occafyons of malencoly. And 
yf he woll haue a labour not outrageous he muft 
thenne ordeyne him to his hertys eafe and plea- 
faunce wythout ftudye penfyfnefTe or traueyle a 
mery occupacyon whyche maye reioyce his 
herte : and in whyche his fpyrytes may haue a 
mery delyte. And yf he woll be dyetyd mefu- 
rably he muft efchewe all places of ryotte whyche 
is caufe of furfette and of fyknefTe. And he 
muft drawe him to places of fwete ayre and hun- 
gry : And ete nourifhable meetes and dyfiyable 
alfp. 

> 

Now thenne woll I dyfcryue the fayd dyfportes 
and gamys to fynde the befte of theym as veryly 
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as I can, alle be it that the ryght noble and full 
worthy prynce the duke of Yorke late callid 
mayfter of game hath difcryued the myrthes of 
huntynge like as I thynke to dyfcryue of it and 
of alle the other. For huntynge as to myn entent 
is to laboryous, for the hunter muft alwaye 
renne and folowe his houndes : traueyllynge and 
fwetynge full fore. He blowyth tyll hie lyppes 
blyfter. And whan he wenyth it be an hare full 
oft it is an hegge hogge. Thus he chafyth and 
wote not what. He comyth home at euyn rayn 
beten pryckyd : and his clothes torrie wete fliode 
all myry Some hounde lofle : fome furbat. Suche 
greues and many other hapyth vhto the hunter, 
whychefordyfpleyfaunceof theymy^ loueitl dare 
not reporte. Thus truly me femyth that this is 
not the befte dyfporte and game of the fayd foure. 
The dyfporte and game of hawkynge is laboryous 
and noyoufe alfo as me femyth. For often the 
fawkener lefeth his hawkes as the hunter his 

houdes. Thenne is his game and his * dyfporte 
goon. Full often cryeth he and whyftelyth tyll 
that he be ryght euyll a thurfte. His hawke 
taketh a bowe and lyfte not ones on hym rewarde. 
whan he wold haue her for to flee : thenne woU 
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Ihe bathe, with mys fedynge Ihe ihall haue the 
Fronfe : the Rye : the Cray and many other fyk- 
nefles that brynge them to the Sowfe. Thus by 
prouff this is not the befte dyfporte and game of 
the fayd foure. The dyfporte and game of fow- 
lynge me femyth mooft fymple For in the wynter 
feafon the fowler fpedyth not but in the mooft 
hardeft and coldeft weder : whyche is greuous. 
For whan he wolde goo to his gynnes he maye not 
for colde. Many a gynne and many a fnare be 
makyth. Yet foryly dooth he fare. At morn 
tyde in the dewe he is weete (hode unto his taylle. 
Many other suche I cowde tell: but drede of 
magre makith me for to leue. Thus me femyth 
that huntyuge and hawkynge and alfo fowlynge 
ben fo laborous and greuous that none of theym 
maye perfourme nor hi very meane that enduce a 
man to a mery fpyryte : whyche is caufe of his 
longe lyfe acordynge unto ye fayd parable of Sa- 
lamon: f Dowteles thene folowyth it that it muft 
nedes be the dyfperte of fyflhynge with an angle. 
For all other manere of fyflhyng is alfo laborous 
and greuous : often makynge folkes full wete and 
colde, whyche many tymes hath be feen caufe of 
gretc Infirmytees. But the angler maye haue no 
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colde nor no dyieafe nor apgre, but yf he be caufer 
hymfelf. For he maye not lese at the moofi; but 
a lyne or an hoke : of whyche he may haue ftore 
plentee of his owne makynge, as this fymple trea»- 
tyfc ihall teche hym.- So thenne his loffe is not 
greuous. and other greyfies may be not haue, 
fauynge but yf ony fiflhe breke away after diat 
he is take on the hoke, or elles that he catche 
nought : whyche ben not greuous. For yf he faylle 
af one he maye not faylle of a nother, yf he dooth 
as this treatyfe techyth ; but yf there be nought 
in the water. And yet atte the leeft he hath hia 
holfom walke and mery at his eafe. a fwete ayre 
of the fwete fauoure of the meede floures : that 
makyth hym hungry. He hereth the melodyous 
armony of fowles. He seeth the yonge swannes: 
heerons: duckes: cotes and many other foules 
wy th they r brodes ; whyche me femyth better thaa 
alle the noyfe of houndys : the blaftes of hornys 
and the fcrye of fbulis that hunters : fawkecbers 
and foulers can make. And y£ the angler take 
fyflhe : surely thenne is there noo man merier 
than he is in his fpyryte. If Alfo who foo woll vfe 
the game of anglynge : be muft ryfe erly, whiche 
thyng is prouffy table to man in this wyfe, That is 

c 



6 OF FYSSHYNOE 

to -wyte : mooft to the heele of his foule» For it 
ihall caufe hym to be holy, and to the heele of 
his body, For it fhall caufe him to be hole. Alfo 
to the encreafe of ^is goodys. For it fhall make 
hym ryche. As the olde englyffhe prouerbe 
fayth in this w^fe. f who foo woll ryfeerly fhall be 
holy helthy and zely. ^ Thus have I prouyd in 
myn entent that the dyfporte and game of an- 
glynge is the very meane and caufe that enducith 
a man in to a mery spyryte: Whychc after the 
fayde parable of Salomon and the fayd doctryne 
of phifyk makyth a flourynge aege and a longe. 
And therefore to al you that ben vertuous : gen- 
tyll : and free borne I wryte and make this fym- 
ple treatyfc folowynge : by whyche ye may haue 
the full crafte of anglynge to dyfport you at your 
lufte : to the entent that your aege maye the more 
floure and the more lenger to endure. . 

YF ye woll be crafty in anglynge: yemufl fyrfte 
lerne to make your harnays, That is to wyte your 
rodde : your lynes of dyuers colours. After that 
ye mu& know how ye fhall angle in what place 
of the water : how depe : and what time of day. 
For what manere of fyffhe : in what wedyr How 
many impedymentes there ben in fyflhynge y^ is 
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callyd anglyoge Andin fpecyall-wyth ivhatbaytys 
to euery dyucrs fyflhe in echc moneth of the 
yere. How ye fliall make your bay tes brede where 
ye ihall fynde them: and how ye ihall lepe 
theym. And for the mooft crafty thynge how ye 
fhall make youre hokes of flele and of ofmonde. 
Some for the dubbe; and fome for the flote ; and 
the grounde. as ye (hall here after al thyfe fynde 
expreiTed openly vnto your knowlege. 
^ And how ye fhall make your rodde craftlyhere 
I ihall teche you^ Ye ihal] kytte betwene My- 
ghelmas and Candylmas a fayr ftaffe of a fadom 
and an halfe longe: and arme grete of hafyll: 
wy lowe : or afpe. And bethe hym in an bote ouyn : 
and sette him euyn Thenne lete him cole and drye 
a moneth. Take thenne and frette hym fafte 
wyth a cockeihotecorde : and bynde him to a 
fourme or an euyn fquare grete tree.. Take 
thenne a plumers wire that is euyn and ftreyte 
and Iharpe at the one end. And bete the Iharpe 
ende in a charcole fyre tyll it be whyte : an4 
brenne the ftaffe therwyth thorugh : euer ftreyte 
in the pythe at both endes tyll they mete. And 
after that brenne hym in the nether ende wyth 
a byrde broche^ and wyth other broches eche 
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gretter t&an other, and euer thegretteft the lafte: 
fo diat ye make your h«te aye tapre ^exe. 
Thennt lete bym 1^ ftyll and bele two dayes. 
Unfrette hym tfaene and lete hym drye in am hotts 
rOof in the fmoke^tyll he be thr-ugh' drye. fl In 
the fame feafon take a fayp yerde of grene 
hafyll and beth hym eu^ and ftreyghte. and tete 
it drye with the ftafB*. And whan they ben d^e 
make the yerde mete vnto die hole in the ftaffe : 
vnta halfe the length of the ftalFe. And to per- 
fburme that other halfe of the croppe. Take a 
fkyr flioteof blacke thorn : crabbe tree: medeier. 
or of Jenypre ky tte in the same feafon : and well 
bethyd and ftreyghte. And frette them togyder 
fctdy : foo that the croppe maye iuftly entre sA^ 
m to the fayd hole. Thenne fliaueyour ftafie and 
make hym tapre wexe. Thenne vyrcll the ftafie 
at bothe ende* wytb longe hopis of yron or laton 
in the clenneft wife wyth a pyke in the nether 
cndte faftnyd with a rennynge vyce : to take in 
and oute your croppe. Thenne set your croppe 
an handfall within the ouer ende of your ftaffe 
in fuche wife that it be as bigge there as in ony 
other place aboue. . Thene arme your croppe at 
thouer ende downe to y® frette wyth a lyne of .vi. 
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heeres. And dubbe the lyne and freette it fall: in 
y * toppe wyth a bowe to fallen on your lyne. And 
thus ihall ye make you a rodde foo preuy that ye 
maye w^lke therwyth : and there Ihall noo man 
wyte where abowte ye goo. It woll be lyghte 
and full nymbyll to fyflhe wyth at your lufte. 
And for the more redyneffe loo here a fygure 
therof in example. : [a] 

After that ye have made thus your rodde : ye 
muft leme to coloure your lynes of here in this 
wyse. Fyrfte ye muft take of a whyte horfe taylle 
the lengeft heere and fayreft that ye can fynde. 
And ever the rounder it be the better it is. De- 
parte it in to .vj. partes : and euery parte ye flial 
colour by hymfelfe in dyuers colours. As yelowe: 
grene : browne : tawney : rulTet. and dulke colours. 
And for to make a good grene colour on your 
beer ye ihall doo thus, f Take fmalle ale a quarte 
and put it in a lytyll panne and put thereto halfe 
a pounde of alym. And put thereto your heer ; 
and lete it boylle foftly half an houre. Thenne 
take out your heer and lete it drye. Thenne take 
a potell of water and put it in a panne. And 

[a] See Fig. 1. 
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put therein twQ handful! of ooldys p^r ofy^yxc^' 
AtV^ preiTe it with a tyle ftone: d^d let^, it h^ll^ 
fo/tly hs^If an houre. And whim it is. yelo^w on 
the fcume put therin your hcer wyth IjisdiSe a 
pounde of coporofe betyn in powdre and lete jt 
hoylle halfe a myle M«tye : and thenne (ettc it 
dpwnf : and lete it kdp fyve ojc fyaj^e bo^jes. 
Then take out the heer a^d drye it. An^^^ " 
tbem|e the fy^eft ^ne that is for the Tyater, And 
e-ycr the wcufe ye pvU thertQ of copjorojfe t^^ 
better it is* or el^es. in fie4& of it vertgrf^^ 
. I A fl5)ther wyfc ye ms^ye ^lake ipp^^}af[yght^x 
£^ene, as thus Lete woode yovr heer in an 
:Woodefatte a lyght plunket colour ^d thence 
kt)fiC hyn^ in old^ ox wyxin lyke as I baye Aiyd : 
^uynge yp ll^^ll aot pu^ thertp peyther copprg^ 
W ye^tgrees. IFog^to xn^Jte your l^e^r yeloiyr dygbit 
it wyth alym as I hauc fayd befor?. A^d q^fter 
^t vry^ oldys. pr wyxin wytjbp^t qoporpfe pr 
yp^tgrees. HA nptlf^qr yelow ye flial xn^k^ thus- 
Take fmalle aJ^ a potell : and fts^npe thre han^f^ 
of Y^alnot leues and put togider : And pu^i^ ypvir 
l^er tyll that ijt be as 4?pe ^ ye woU Jp^uc iv 
IF For to make ruffet heer. Take ftronge lye a 
pynt and halfe a pounde of (bte and a lytyll iuce 
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of walnot leuys and a quarte of alym : and put 
theym alle togyder in a panne and boylk theym 
well. And whan it is colde put in youre heer 
tyllit be asiderkeas ye woll haue it. f For to 
make a browne colour. I ake a pounde of fote 
and a quarte of ale: and feth it wyth as* many 
.walnut leuys a^ ye maye. And whan they wexe 
blacke fette it from the .fire And put therin 
your heer and lete it lye ftyll tyll it he as brawne 
as ye woll haue it. 

f For to make a nother browne. Takeftrong 
ale and fote and tempre them togyder. and put 
therin your heer two dayes and two nyghtes and 
it ihall be ryght a good colour. 
. f|[ For to make a tawney couloure. Take lyme 
and water and put theym togyder v and alfo puit 
your heer therin £aure or fyue houres. Thenne 
take it out and put it a Tanners olie a day : and 
it (hall be alio fyne a tawney colour s^ aedyth 
%Q our purports f The fyxte parte of your heer 
ye ihall kepe ftyll whyte for lynes for the dubbyd 
hoke to fyOhe for the trought and graylynge: 
and for imalle lyne& for to rye for the roche and 
thedarfe. 

Wh^n your heer is thus colourid : ye muft 
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knowe for whiche waters and for whyche feafons 
they fhall ferue. 

^The grene colour in all clere water from 
Apryll tyll Septembre. ^ The yelowe coloure in 
euery clere water from Septembre tyll Novem- 
bre : For it is lyke ye wedys and other manere 
grafle whiche growyth in the waters and ryuers 
whan they ben broken. fThe ruffet colour feruyth 
all the wynter vnto the ende of Apryll. as well 
in ryuers as in poles or lakys ^ The browne co- 
lour feruyth for that water that is blacke dediflhe 
in ryvers or in other waters. ^[The tawney 
colour for thofe waters that ben hethy or mo- 
ryflhe. 

Now muft ye make your lynes in this wyfe. 
Fyrft loke that ye haue an inftrument lyke vnto 
this fygure portrayed folowynge. Thenne take 
your heer and kytte of the fmalle ende an hond- 
full large or more, For it is neyther ftronge 
nor yet fure. Thenne torne the toppe to the taylle 
eueryche ylyke moche. And departe it in to thre 
partyes. Thenne knytte euery parte at the one 
ende by hymfelf. And at the other ende knytte 
all thre togyder ; and put y« fame ende in that 
other ende of your Inftrument that hath but one 
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clyft. And fett that other ende fafte wyth the 
^cggc foure fyngers in alle fliorter than your 
heer. Thenne twync euery warpe one waye 
and ylyke moche: and faften theym in thee 
clyftes ylyke ftreyghte. Take thenne out that 
other ende and.twyne it that waye that it woll 
defyre ynough. , Thenne ftreyne it a lytyll: 
and knytte it for vndoynge: and that is good. 
And for to knowe to make your Inftrument : 
loo here it is in fygure. And it flball be made 
of tree fauynge the bolte vndemeth : which ihall 
be of yren. [b] 

Whan ye haue as many of the lynkys as 
ye fuppofe wol fuflpyfe for the length of a lyne : 
thenne muft ye knytte theym togyder wyth a 
water knotte or elles a duchys knotte. And 
whan your knotte is knytte : kytte of y® voydc 
ihorte endes a ftrawe brede for the knotte. 
Thus fhal ye make youre lynes fayr and fyne : 
and alfo ryght fure for ony manere fyfflie. If And 
by caufe that ye (holde knowe bothe the water 
knotte and alfo the duchys knotte: loo theym 
here in fygure cafte vnto the lyknefle of the 
draughte. [c] 

[b] See Fig. 3. 

[c] A blank spac^ is here left in the original editionf for the 
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Ye (hall vnderftonde that the mooft fubtytl 
and hardyfte crafte in makynge of your harnays 
is for to make your hokis. For whoos makyng ye 
muft haue fete fyles. thyn and fliarpe and fmall^ 
beten : A femy clam of yren : a bender : a payr of 
longe and fmalle tongys: an harde knyfe fomdeale 
thycke : an anuelde : and a lytyll hamour. % And 
for fmalle fyflhe ye {hall make your hokes of the 
fmaleft quarell nedlys that ye can fynde of ftele, 
and in this wyfe. ^ Ye {hall put the quarell in a 
redde charkcole fyre tyll that it be of the fame 
colour that the fyre is. Thenne take hym out 
and lete hym kele : and ye {hal fynde him well 
alayd for to fyle. Thenne reyfe the berde wiA 
your knyfe, and make the poynt fharpe. Thenne 
alaye hym agayn : for elles he woll breke in the 
bendyng. Thenne bende hym lyke to the bende 
fyguryd hereafter in example, [d] And greetcr 
hokes ye {hall mabe in the fam6 wyfe of gretter 
nedles : as broderers nedlis : or taylers : or {ho- 
makers nedlis fpere poyntes and of 

Ihomakers nalles in efpecyall the beile for grete 

insertion of drawings of the water knot and the datcheis's 
knot* The fonner is described in Daniel's Rural Sports* 
▼ol. 2. p. 151, and Walton's Angler, by Hawkins, part 1. p. S55. 
and plate 10. fig. 5. : of the latter see thq Ladies' Dictionaiy« 
Art Appurtenances to Dressing, 
[o] See Fig. 6. 
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fyflhc. and that they bende atte the poynt whan 
they ben aflayed, for elles they ben not good. 
I Whan the hoke is bendyd bete the hynder ende 
abrode : and fyle it fmothe for fretynge of thy 
lyne. Thenne put it in the fyre agayn : and 
yeue it an eafy redde hete. Thenne fodaynly 
quenche it in water : and it woU be harde and 
ftronge. And for to haue knowlege of your In- 
ftrumentes : lo thejrm here in fygure por- 
trayd. [e] . 

Whan ye haue made thus your hokis : thenne 
muft ye fet theym on your lynes acordynge in 
gretnefle and ftrength in this wyfe. f Ye fliall 
take fmalle redde filke. and yf it be for a grete 
hoke, thene double it : not twynyd. And elles 
for fmale hokys lete it be fyngle : and therwy th 
frette thycke the lyne there as the one ende of 
your hoke flial fytte a ftrawe brede. Then fette 
there your hoke : and frette hym with the fame 
threde y' two partes of the lengthe that fliall be 
frette in all. And whan ye come to the thirde 
parte thenne torne the ende of your lyne agayn 
vpon the frette dowble. and frqtte it fo dowble that 
other thyrde parte. Thenne put your threde in 

[e] See Fig. 5. 
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at the hofe twys or thries and lete it goo at eche 
tyme rounde abowte the yerde of your hoke. 
Thenne wete the hofe and drawe it tyll that it 
'be fefte. And loke that your lyne lye euermore 
wythin your hokys: and not without. Thenne 
kytte of the lynys ende and the threde as nyghe 
as ye maye : fauynge the frette. 

Now ye knowe wyth how grete hokys ye 
fhall angle to euery fyflhe : now I woU tell you 
wyth how many heeres ye fliall to euery mahere 
of f ifflie. U For the menow wyth a lyne of one 
heere. For the waxyng roche : the bleke and 
the gogyn and the ruflPe wy* a lyne of two heeris. 
For the darfe and the grete roche wyth a lyne of 
thre heeres. For the perche : the flouder and 
bremet with foure heeres. For the cheuen 
chubbe : the breme : the tenche and the ele wyth 
.vj. heeres. For the troughte : graylynge : barbyll 
and the grete cheuyn wyth .ix. heeres. For the 
grete troughte wyth .xii. heeres : For the famon 
wyth .XV. heeres. And for the pyke wyth a 
chalke lyne made, browne with your browne 
colour aforfayd : armyd with a wyre. as ye (hal 
here herafter whan I fpeke of the pyke. 

^ Your lynes muft be plumbid wyth lede. And 
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ye ihall wyte y' the nexte pube vnto the hoke 
(hall be therfro a large fote and more. And 
cucry plumbe of a quantyte to the grietnes of the 
lyne. There be thre manere of plubis for a 
grounde lyne xennynge. And for the flote fet 
vpon the grounde lyne lyenge .x. plumbes joyn- 
ynge all togider. On the grounde lyne rennynge 
ix. or .X. fmalle. The flote plube {hall be fo heuy 
y the leeft plucke of ony fyffhe maye pull it 
downe in to y^ water. And make your plubis 
rounde and fmothe y^ they ftycke not on ftonys 
or on wedys. And for the more vnderftondynge 
lo theym here in fygure. [f] 

Thenne fhall ye make your flotys in this wyfe. 
Take a fayr corke that is clene wijthout many 
holes, and bore it thrugh wyth a fmalle bote 
yren : And putt therin a penne iufte and 
ftreyghte. Ever the more flote the gretter penne 
and the greter hole. Thenne fhape it grete in 
the myddis and fmalle at bothe endys. and fpe- 
cyally (harpe in the nether ende» and lyke vnto 
the fygures followynge. [g] And make theym 
fmothe on a gryndyng ftone : or on a tyle ftone. 
f Apd lokethat the flote for one beer be nomore 

[f ] See Fig. 4. [o] Sec Fig. 5. 

F 
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than a pefe» For two heeres : asabeene. for 
twelue heeres: as a walnot. And foo euery 

Ijrne after the proporcoh. f AH manere lynes that 
ben not for tfae groude muft have flotes. And 
the rennynge grounde lyne muft haue a flote. 
ITie lyenge grounde lyne wythout flote. 

Now I haue lernyd you to make all your har- 
nays. Here I woll tell you how ye (hall angle. 
f Ye (hall angle : vnderftonde ,that there is .vi. 
manere of anglying. That one is at the grounde 
for the troughte and other fiflhe. A nother is 
at y^ grounde at an arche, or at a fiange where it 
ebbythand flowyth : for bleke : roche. and darfe. 
The thyrde is wyth a flote for all manere of 
fyilhe. The fourth with a menow for y* troughte 
wythout plumbe or flote. ^ The fyfth is rennynge 
in y' fame wyfe for roche and darfe wyth one or 
two heeres and a fiye. The fyxte is wyth a dub- 
byd hoke for the troughte andgraylyng. ^And 
for the fyrftc and pryncypall poynt in anglynge, 
kepe y euer fro the water fro the fighte of the 
fyflhe : other ferre on the londe ; or eUys be- 
hynde a buflhe that the fyflhe fe you not. For yf 
they doo they wol not byte. lAlfo loke that ye 
fliadbw not the water as moche as ye may. For 
it is that thynge that woll foone fraye the fyflhe. 
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And yf a fyflhe be afrayed he woll not bite longe 
after. . For alle manere fyflhe that fede by the 
grounde ye fhall angle for theim to the botom. foo 
that your hokys (hall renne or lye on the grounde. 
And for. alle other fyflhe that fede aboue ye 
{hall angle to theym in the myddes of the water 
orlbmedeale byneth or fomedeale aboue. Fox 
ever the gretter fiflhe the nerer he lyeth the 
botom of the water. And euer the fmaller fyflhe 
die more he fwymmy th aboue. % The thy rde good 
poynt is whan the fyflhe bytyth .that ye be not 
to hafty to fmyte nor to late. For ye muft abide 
tyll ye fuppofe that the bayte be ferre in the 
mouth of the fyfjQie, and thenne abyde noo longer. 
And this is for the grpiide. ^ And for the flote 
whan ye fe it pullyd foftly vnder the water : or 
elles caryed vpon the water foftly : thenne fmyte. 
And loke that ye neuer ouerfmyte the ftrengthe 
of your lyne for brekynge. I^And yf it fortune 
you to fmyte a grete fyfflie with a fmall harnays, 
thenne ye muft lede hym in the water and labour 
kim there tyll he be drownyd and ouercome. 
Thenne take hym as well as ye can or maye. And 
euer be waar that ye holde notouer the ftrengthe 
of your lyne. And as moche as ye may lete 
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hym not come oat of your lynes ende ftreyghte 
from you : But kepe hym euer vnder the rodde, 
and euermore holde hym ftreyghte : foo that your 
lyae may fufteyne and beere hk lepys and his 
plungys wyth the heipe of your cropp : and of 
your honde. 

Here I woll declare vnta you in what place 
of the water ye (ball angle. Ye fliall angle in 
a pole or in a ftondinge water in euery place 
where it is ony thynge depe. There is notgrete 
choyfe of ony places where it is ony thynge depe 
in a pole. For it is but a pryfon to fylhe. and 
they lyve for y* more parte in hungre lyke pri- 
foners: and« therefore it is the leile mayftry to 
take theym. But in a ryuer ye fliall angle in 
euery place where it is depe and clere hy the 
grounde : as grauell or claye wytbout mudde or 
wedys. And in efpecyall yf that there be a 
manere whyrlynge of water or a couert. As 
an holow banke: or grete rotys of trees: or 
longe wedys fietyng aboue in the water where 
the fyflhe maye couere amd hyde theymfelf at^ 
certayn tymes whan they lyfte Alfo it is good 
for to angl^ in depe fiyffe ftremyi, and alfo in 
fallys of waters and weares, and in flood gatys 
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and mylle pyttes. And it is good for to angle 
where as the water reftyth by the banke: and 
where the ftreme rcnnyth nyghe there by : and 
is depe and clere by tlie grounde and inony 
other placys where ye may fe ony fyflh hoiie or 
haue ony fedynge. 

Now yefhall wyte what tyme of the daye ye 
(hall angle. IT From the begynnynge of May un- 
tyll it be Septembre the bytynge tyme is erly by 
the morowe from foure of y* clocke vnto eyghte 
of the clocke. And at after nbhe from foure of 
the clocke imto eyghte of the clocke: but not 
foo good as is in the momynge. And yf it be a 
colde whyftelyng wynde and a derke lowringe 
daye. For a derke daye Is. moche better to 
angle in thah a clere daye. ^ ^From the begyn- 
nynge of Septembre mito the ende of Apryll 
fpare noo tyme of the daye : IT Alfo maii^ pole 
fyflhes woU byte belle in (he none tyde. '^ And 
yf ye fe ony tyme of the daye the ttdughte or 
graylynge lepe; angle to hym wyth a diibbe 
acordynge to the fame month And where the 
water ebbyth and flowyth the fifthe well byte in 
fome place at the ebbe : and in fome place at the 
flood. . After y' they haue reftynge behynde 
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flangynys and archys of brydgys and other fuche 
mahere places* 

Here ye (hall wyte in v^hat weder ye Ihall 
angle, as I fayd before in a derke lowrynge daye 
whanne the wynde blowyth fofdy. And in 
fomer feafon whan it is brennynge bote thenne 
It is nought* ^ From Septembre vnto Apryll in 
a fayr fonny daye is ryght good to angle. And 
yf the wynde in that feafon have ony parte of 
the Oryent : the wedyr thenne is nought. And 
whan it fnowith reynyth or hayllyth. or is a 
grete tempefte, as thondyr, or lightenynge : or a 
swolyfaote weder: thenne it is noughte for to 
angje. 

^ Now fliall ye wyte that there ben twelue ma- 
nere of ympedymentes whyche caufe a man to 
take noo fyflhe. w* out other comyn that maye 
cafueUy happe. The fyrft is yf your iiamays 
be not mete nor fetly made. The feconde is yf 
your baytes be not good nor fyne. The thyrde 
is yf that ye angle not in bytynge tyme. The 
fourth is yf that the fyflhe be frayed w' the 
fyghte of a man. The fyfth yf the water be 
very thycke : whyte or redde of ony floodc late 
fallen. The fyxte yf the fyflhe ilyre not for 
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colde. . The fcuenth yf that the wedyr be hote. 
The eyght yf it rayne. The nynthe if it hayll 
or fnpw falle. . The tenth is yf it be a tempefte. 
The enleuenth is yf it be a grete wynde. The 
twelfyfth yf the wynde be in the Eeft, and that is 
worfte For comynly neyther wynter nor fomer 
y* fyfflic woU not byte thenne. The wefte 
and.northe. wyndes ben good but the fouth is 
befte. 

And now I haue tolde yoli how to make your 
harnays : and how ye fliall fyflhe therwyth in al 
poyntes, Reafon woU that ye knowe wyth what 
baytes ye (hall angle to euery manere.of fyflhe 
in euery moneth of the yere, whyche is all the 
effecte of the crafte. And wythout whyche 
baytes knowen well by you all your other crafte 
here toforn auayllyth you not to purpofe. For 
ye can not brynge an hoke in to a fyfih mouth 
wythout a bayte. Whiche baytes for euery ma- 
nere of fyffh and for euery moneth here folowyth 
in this wyfe. 

F6r by caufe that the Samon is^the mooft fiately 
fyflh that ony man maye angle to in frefli water. 
Therefore I purpofe to begyn at hym. IF The 
swion is a gentyll fyflhe : but he is comborous 
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for to take. For comynly he is but in depe 
phures of gretc ryueris. And for the more parte 
he holdyth the myddys of it : that a man maye 
not come at hym. And he is in feafon from 
Marche vnto Myghelmas. I In whyche feafon ye 
fliall angle to hyin wyth thyfe baytes Whan ye 
maye gcte theym. Fytfte wyth a redde worme 
in the begynnynge and endynge of the feafon. 
And alfo wyth a bobbe that bredyth in a dung- 
hyll and fpecyally with a fouerayn bayte that 
bredyth on a water docke. "i And he bytith not 
at the grounde : but at y® flote. Alfo ye may 
take hym : but it is feldom feen with a dtibbe 
at fuche tyme as whan he lepith in lyke fourine 
and manere as ye doo take a troughte or a gry- 
alynge. A nd thyfe baytes ben well prouyd baytes 
for the fiSimon. 

The troughte for by caufe he is a right 
deyntous fyflh and alfo a right feruente-bytef 
we fliall fpeke nexte of hym. He is in feafon 
from Marche vnto Myghelmas. He is on clene 
gravely groude and in a ftreme. Ye may angle 
to hym all tjrmes wyth a grounde lyne lyengc 
or rennynge: Tauyng in lepyngc time, arid thenne 
with a dubbe. And eriy wyth a rcnn3mge 
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grounde lyne. and forth in the daye wyth a flote 

lyric. ^ Ye fliall angle to: hym in Marche wyth a 

menew hangyd on your hoke by the nether neffe 

. without flote or plumbe : drawynge vp aiid 

-downe in the ftreme tyll ye fele hym fafte. - 1 In 

the fame tyme angle to hym with a groude lyne 

with a redde worme for the mooit fure. fin 

Aprill take the fame baytes : and . alfo Inneba 

•other wyse namyd .vii. eyes. Alfo the canker 

that bredyth in a grete.tree and the redde fnaylL 

-fin May take y« ftone flye and the bobbe vnder 

the.cowe torde and the fylke worme: and the 

bayte that bredyth on a fern leyf. In Juyn 

take: a redde worme and nyppe of theheed : and 

put on thyn hoke a codworme byforn. • In Juyll 

take the grete redde worme and the codworme 

togyder. f In Auguft take a flefihe flye and the 

grete redde worme. and the fatte of the ba- 

kon:'and bynde abowte thy hoke. -fin Sep- 

(embre take the redde worme and^ the menew. 

IT In Octobre take the fame : for th^y ben fpecyall 

for the trought all tymes of the yere. From 

Aprill • tyH * Septembre y* trough lepyth; thenne 

angle to hym -with a dubbyd hoke accordynge 

to' the moneth, whych dubbyd hokys ye -fliaH 

H 
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fynde in thende of this treatyfe: and the 
monetbys wyth them. : 

The grayllynge by a nother name callyd vm- 
bre U ^ delycyous fyfihe to mannys mouthe. 
And ye maye take hym lyke as ye doo the 
trought. And thyfe ben his baytes. I In Marche 
and in Apryll the redde wonne. f In May the 
griene wonne : a lytyll bxeyled worme : the docke 
canker, and the hawthorn wonne. { In June 
the bayte that bredyth betwene the tree and the 
barke of an oke. % In Juyll a bayte Uiat bre- 
dyth on a fern leyf : and the grete redde wonne. 
And nyppe of the fiede : and put on your hoke 
a codworme before* IF In Apguft the redde 
worme : and a docke worme. And al the yese 
after a redde worme. 

The barbyll is a fwete fyflhe» but it is a q^afy 
meete & a peryllous for mannys body. For 
comynly he yeuyth an introduxiou to ye Fehre^* 
And yf he be eten rawe : he maye be caufe of 
mannys dethe : whyche hath oft be feea* Thyfe 
be his baytes. H In Marche & in Apryll take fayr 
freiihe chefe : and lay it op a bdrde & kytle it 
to fmall fquare pecys qf the leqgthe of your 
hoke. Take thenne a candyl & brenne it on 
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the ende at the poynl of your hoke tyll it be 
yelow« And thene bynde it on your hoke with 
fletchers fylke: and make it rough lyke a wel- 
bede* This bayte is good all the fomer feafon. 
If In May & June take y* hawthorn worme & 
the grete redde worme. and nyppe of the heed. 
And put on your hoke a codworme before. 
& that is a good bayte. In Juyil take the 
redde worme for cheyf & the hawthprn worme 
togyd. AUb the water docke leyf worme & the 
hornet worme togyder. fin Aiiguft & for all 
the yere take the talowe of a fhepe & fofte 
chefe of echeyiyke moche: and a lytyll hony 
& grynde or llampe dieym togyd longe. and 
tempre it tyll it be tough. And put therto 
fioure a lytyll & make it on fmalle pellettys. 
And y' is a good bayte to angle wyth at the 
grounde And loke that it fynke in the water, or 
ellys it if not good to this purpoos. 

The carpe is a deyntous fyffiie: but there 
ben but fcwe in Englonde. And therfore i 
wryte the lalle of hym. He as aa aqpH fyflhe 
to take. £or he is foo iftsmige enarmyd ip the 
mouthe that those smye noo weke harnays 
holde hym. And aa toucfaynge his baytes I 
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have but lytyll knowlege of it And me were 
loth to wryte more- than I knowe & hauc 
provyd. But well I wote that the redde worme 
& the menow been good batys for hym at all 
tymes as I haue herde faye of perfones credyble 
& alfo founde wryten in bokes of credence 

The cheuyn is a ftately fyflhe : & his heed is 
a deyty morfell. There is hoo fyflhe fo iftrongly 
enarmyd wyth fcalys on the body. And bi caufe 
he is a ftronge byter he hathe the more baytes, 
which ben thyfe. T In Marche the redde worme 
at the grounde : For comynly thenne' he woll 
byte there at all tymes of y* yere yf he be ony 
thinge hungry. -IFln Apryll the dyche canker 
that bredith in the tree. A worme that bredith 
betwene the rynde&the tree of an oke The 
redde worme : and the yonge froflhys whan the 
fete ben kyt of. Alfo the ftone flye the bobbe 
vnder the cowe torde : the redde fnaylle. f In 
May y* bayte that bredyth on the ofyer leyf & the 
docke canker togyd vpon your hoke. 'Alfo a 
bayte that bredyth on a fern leyf. y« codworme 
and a bayte that bredyth.on an hawthorn. And 
a bayte that bredyth on an oke leyf & a fylke 
worme and a codworme togydcr. IF In Juneiake 
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the creket & the dorre & alfo a red worme : the 
heed kytte of & a codworme before: and put 
tbeym on ye hoke. Alfo a bay te in the ofyer leyf : 
yonge froflhys the three fete kitte of by the body : 
and the fourth by the kniee. The bayte on the 
hawthorn and the codworme togyder & a grubbe 
that bredyth in a dunghyll : and a. grele greOiop. 
f In Juyll the grefliop and the humbylbee in the 
medow. . AUb yonge bf es & yonge hornettes. 
Alfo a grete brended flye th^t b^sedith in pathes 
of-m^dowes'& the flye that is amonge pyfmeers 
hyllys. U In Auguft take wortwormes & magotes 
vnto Myghelmas. Uln Septembre the redde 
wOrme: & alfo take the. bay tes, whan ye may 
gett thcym: that is to wyte,.Cheryes: yo&ge 
myce not heryd : & thd houfe combe* 

The breeme is a noble fyflhe & a deyntous; 
And ye (batl angle fqr hym from Marche vnto 
Auguft wyth a redde worme :!& thene wy th a but^ 
ter flye & a grene fly€l.:& with a bayte that bre* 
^yth adionge grene rede; and a bayte that 
bfedyth in the barke of a deed tree. IF And for 
Inremettis. take maggotes. I And fro that tymt 
forth all the yere after take the red worme : and in 
At ryuer browne breede. Moo baytes there 
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ben bul thiey ben not eafy & therfore I lete theym 
pafse over. ' 

A Tenche is a good fyflh» and heelith all 
manere of other fydhe that ben hurte yf they 
maye come to hym. He is the moft parte of the 
yere in the mudde. And he ftyryth mooft in 
June & July ; and in other feafons but lytyll. 
He is an euyll byter. his baytes ben thyfe. . For 
all the yere browne breede toftyd wyth bony in 
lyknefle of a butteryd lopf : and the grete redde 
worme. . And as for cheyf take the blacke blood 
in y*^ herte of a Ihepe and^ floure and bony. 
And tempre theym all togyder fomdj^all fofter 
than paaft : and anoynt therwyth the redde 
worme : bpthe for this fyfihe and for other. 
And they woll byte moche the better therat at 
all times. 

IF Theperche is a daynteuous fyfihe and paff- 
ynge holfom and a. free by tyng. Thifebenhis 
baytes. In Marche the redde worme. In April! 
the bobbe vndcr the cowe torde. In Maye the 
flothorn worme and the codworme. In June the 
bayte that bredith in an olde fallen oke &* the 
grete canker. In Juyll the bayte that bredyth 
on the ofyer leyf and the bobbe that bredeth 
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on the dung hyll : and the hawthorn worme & 
the codworme. In Auguft the redde worme & 
maggotes. All the yere after the red worme as 
for the befte. 

liThe roche is an eafy fyflhe to take : And yf 
he be fatte & pennyd thenne is he good meete. 
& thyfe ben his baytes. In &f arche the moft 
redy bayte is the red worme. In Apryll the 
bobbe vnder the cowe torde. In May the bayte 
yt bredyth on the oke leyf & the bobbe in the 
dunghyll. In June the bayte that bredith on 
the ofyer & the codworme. In Juyll hous 
flyes. and the bayte that bredith on an oke. 
and the notworme & mathewes & maggotes 
tyll Myghelmas. And after y^ the fatte of 
bakon. 

IF The dace is a gentyll fyflhe to take. & yf it 
be well refet then is it good meete. In Marche 
his bayte is a redde worme. In Apryll the 
bobbe vnder the cowe torde. In May the docke 
canker and the bayte on y^ flothorn and on the 
oken . leyf. In June the codworme 8c, the 
bayte on the ofyer and the whyte grubbe in y^ 
dunghyll. In Juyll take hous flyes & flyes that 
brede in pyfmer hylles : the codworme & mag- 



. ^yL OF FySSHYNGE 

goies vnto Mighelmas. And yf the water be 
clere ye (hall take fyflhe whan other take none 
And fro that tyme forth doo as ye do for the 
roche. For comynly theyr bytynge & theyr 
baytes ben jyke. 

% The bleke is but a feble fyfflie. yet he is hol- 
fom His baytes from Marche to Myghelmas 
be the fame that I haue wryten before. For 
the roche and darfe fauynge all the fomer fea- 
foa asmoche as ye maye angle for hym wyth 
an hoiife flye : and in wynter feafon w' bakon 
& other bayte mafk as ye herafter may know. 
I The ruf is.ry^t an hplforo fyflhe ; And ye fliall 
.angle to him wyth t)ie fame baytes in al feafons 
of the yere & in thjc fame wife asJ haue tolde 
you of the perche : for they ben lyke in fyflhe 
& fedii^ge, favynge the ruf is lefse. And ther- 
fore he muft haue y^ fmaller bayte» 

If The flounder is an hoHbm fyflhe & a free, 
and a fubtyll byter in his manure: For co- 
mynly whan be foukyth: his meete he fedyth at 
grounde. and therfore ye muft angle to.hyin wyth 
a grounde. lyne lyenge. And he hath but one 
manere of bay te^r & that is a red i/^onne. which is 
mooft cheyf for all manere of fyflhe. ^ The gogen 
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is a good fyfflie of the mochenes : & he byteth wel 
at the grounde. And his baytes for all the yere 
ben thyfe. y^ red worme : codworme : & mag- 
gotes. And ye muft angle to him wr a flote. & 
lete your bayte be nere y® bo torn or ellis on y" 
gronde. 

IThe menow whan he fliynith in the water then 
is he byttyr And though his body be lytyll yet 
he is a rauenous biter & an egre. And ye (hall 
angle to hym wyth the fame baytes that ye doo 
for the gogyn : fauynge they muft be fmalle. 

IF The ele is a quafy fyflhe a rauenour & a 
devourer of the brode of fyflhe. And for the 
pyke alfo is a deuourer of fysfhe I put them 
bothe behyrde all other to angle. For this ele 
ye fliall fynde an hole in the grounde of the 
water. & it is blewe blackyfflie there put in 
youre hoke tyll that it be a fote wythin y^ hole, 
and your bayte fliall be a grete angyll twytch or 
a menow. 

^j The pyke is a good fyfflie : but for he de- 
uouryth fo many as well of his owne kynde as of 
other : I loue hym the lefle. and for to take 
hym ye fliall doo thus. Take a codlynge hoke : 
and take a roche or a freflhe heering & a 

K 
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wyre wyth an hole in the ende : and put it in 
at the mouth & out at the taylle downe by the 
ridge of the freflhe heeryng. And thenneput 
the lyne of your hoke in after. & drawe the 
hoke in to the cheke of y« freflhe heeryng. 
Then put a plumbe of lede upon ypur lyne a 
yerde longefrom youre hoke & a flote in myd- 
waye betwene : & cafie it in a pytte where the 
pyke vfyth. And this is the befte & mooft fureft 
crafte of takynge the pyke. f Another manere 
takynge of hym there is. Take a frofihe & 
put it on your hoke at the necke bytwene the 
Ikynne & the body on y- backe half: & put 
on a flote a yerde therfro: & cafte it where 
the pyke hauntyth & ye {hall haue hym. IF An- 
other manere. Take the fame bayte & put 
it in Afa fetida & cafl it in the water -wyth 
a corde & a corke : & ye ihall not fayll of hym. 
And yf ye lyft to haue a good fporte : thenne 
tye the corde to a gofe fote : & ye fhall fe god 
balynge whether the gofe or the pyke fhall haue 
the better. 

Now ye wote with what baytes & how ye 
fhall angle to euery manere fyfflie. Now I woU 
tell you how ye fliall kepc & fede your quycke 
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bay tes. Ye ihall fede & kepe them all in gene-* 
ral: but euery manere by hymfelf wyth fuche 
thyng, in and on whiche they brede. And as 
longe as they ben quycke & newe they ben fyne. 
But whan they ben in a flough or elles deed 
thenne ben they nought Oute of thyfe ben 
excepted thre brodes : That is to wyte of hor- 
nettys : humbylbees. & wafpys. whom ye {hall 
bake in breede & after dyppe theyr heedes in 
blode & lete them drye. Alfo excepte mag* 
gotes : whyche whan thei ben bredde grete wyth 
theyr naturell fedynge : ye fhall fede theym fer- 
thermore wyth (hepes talow & wyth a cake 
made of floure Sa hony. thenne woll they be 
more grete. And when ye haue clenfyd theym 
wyth fonde in a bagge of blanket kepte bote 
vnder your gowne or other warm thyng two 
houres or thrp. then ben they befte & redy to 
angle wyth. And of the. froflhe kytte y* leggc 
by the knee, of the graflhop the leggys & wyngys 
by the body. 

H Thyfe ben baytes made to laftc all the yere. 
Fyrfte been floure & lene fleflhe of the hepis of 
a cony or. of a catte : virgyn wexe & fliepys ta- 
lowe : & braye theym in a morter : And thenne 
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tempre it at the fyre wyth a lytyli puryfyed 
hony : 8c foo make it vp in lytyli ballys & bayte 
therwyth your hokys after theyr quantyte. & this 
is a good bayte for all manere freflhe fyflhe. 

If A nother. take the fewet of a fhepe & chefe 
in lyke quantyte : & braye theim togider longe in 
a mortere : And take thenne floure 8c tempre it 
therw3rth. and after that alaye it wyth hony 8c 
make ballys therof. and that is for the barbyll in 
efpecyall. 

f Another for darfe. 8c roche 8c bleke. takejwhete 
8c fethe it well 8c thenne put it in blood all a daye 
& a nyghte> 8c it is a good bayte. 

IForbaytes for grete fyffhe kepe fpecyally this 
rule. Whan ye haue take a grete fyfllie : vndo 
Ac mawe. 8c what ye fynde therin make that your 
bayte : for it is befte. 

1 Thyfe ben the .xij, flyes wyth whyche ye 
n^ll angle to y® trouglit 8c graylljmg, and dubbe 
lyke as ye fhall now here me tell. 

"^\ Marche 

The-donne flye the body of the donne woll & 
the wyngi« of the pertryche. A nother doone 
flye. the body of blacke woll : the wynges of the 
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blackyft drake : aud the Jay vnd the wynge & 
vnder the tayll. 

If Apryll 
IF The ftonc flye. the body of blacke wull : & 
yelowe vnder the wynge. & vnder the tayle & the 
wynges of the drake. In the . begynnynge of 
May a good flye. the body of roddyd wull 8f, 
lappid abowte wyth blacke fylke : the wynges of 
the drake & of the redde capons hakyll, 

f May 
IT The yelow flye. the body of yelow wull : the 
wynges of the redde cocke hakyll & of the drake 
lyttyd yelow. The blacke louper. the body of 
blacke wull & lappyd abowte wyth the' herleof 
y* pecok tayll : & the wynges of ye redde capon 
Wi a blewe heed. 

IF June 
* S The donne .cutte : the body of blacke wull & 
a yelow lyfte after eyther fyde : the wynges of 
the bofarde bounde on with barkyd hempe. The 
naure flye. the body of doflce wull the wynges of 
the blackeft mayle of the wylde drake. The 
tandy flye at faynt Wyllyams daye. the body of 
tandy wull & the wynges contrary eyther ayenft 
other of the whiteft mayle of y*" wylde drake. 
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fjuyll 

IT The wafpe flye. the body of blackc wull & 
lappid abowte w- yelow threde : the winges of 
the bofarde.. The ihell flye at faynt Thomas 
daye. the body of grene wull & lappyd abowte 
wyth the herle of the pecoks tayll : wynges of the 
bofarde. > 

IF Auguft 

IF The drake flye. the body of blacke wull & 
lappyd abowte wyth blacke fylke: wynges of 
the mayll of the blacke drake ^wyth a blacke 
he!ed« 

I Thyfe fygures are put here in enfample of 
your hoke [h]. 

IT Here folowyth the order made to all thofe 
whiche fliall haue the vnderftondynge of this 
fbrfayd treatyfe & vfe it for theyr pleafures. 

Ye that can angle & take fyflhe to your ple- 
fures as this forfayd treatyfe techyth & fliewyth 
you: I charge & requyre you in the name of alle 
noble men that ye fyfflie not in noo poore mannes 
feuerall water: as bis ponde: ftewe: or other 
neceflairy thynges to kepe fyflhe in wythout his 

[b]. See Fig. 6. 
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lycence & good wyll. I Nor that ye vfe not to 
breke noo mannys gynnys lyenge in thcyr weares 
& in other places due vnto theym. Ne to take 
the fyflhe'awaye that is taken in theym. For 
after a fyflhe is taken in a mannys gynne yf 
the gynne be . layed in the comyn waters : or 
elles in fuche waters as he hireth, it is his owne 
propre goodes. And yf ye take it awaye yje 
robbe hym : whycbe is a ryght (hamfull dede to 
ony noble man to do y' that theuys & brybours 
done: whyche are punyflhed for theyr cvyll 
dedes by the necke & otherwyfe whan they maye 
be afpyed & taken. And alfo yf ye doo in lyke 
manere as this treatife ihewyth you: ye ihal 
haue no nede to take of other menys : whiles 
ye flial haue ynough of your owne takyng yf 
ye lyfte to labour therfor^. whyche fhall be to 
you a very pleafure to fe the fayr bryght fliy- 
nynge fcalyd fyflhes dyfceyvcd by your crafty 
meanes &, drawen vpon londe. I Alfo that ye 
breke noo mannys heggys in goynge abowte 
your dyfportes : ne opyn noo mannes gates but 
that ye (hytte theym agayn. IT Alfo ye ihall not 
vfe this forfayd crafty dyfporte for no covetyf- 
enes to thencreafynge & fparynge of your mo- 
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ney oonly, but pryncypally for your foIace& to 
caufe tl^e helthe of your body, and fpecyally of 
your foule. For whanne ye purpoos to goo on 
your difportes in fyflhyng ye woU not dcfyie 
gretly many perfones wyth you. wh'che myghtc 
Icttc you of your game. And thenne ye maye 
ferue God deuowtly in fayenge aflfectuoufly 
youre cuftumable prayer. And thus doynge ye 
(hall efchewe & voyde many vices, as ydylnes 
whyche is pryncypall caufe to enduce man to 
many other vyces. as it is ryght well knowen. 
f Alfo ye (hall not be to rauenous in takyng of 
your fayd game as to moche at one tyme: 
whiche ye maye lyghtly doo yf ye doo in euery 

s 

poynt as this prefent treatyfe fliewyth you in 
euery poynt. whyche lyghtly be occafyon to dy- 
ftroye your owne dyfportes & other gnmnys alfo.' 
As whan ye haue a fuflpycyent mefe ye iholde 
coveyte nomore as at that tym^e* IT Alfo ye fihall 
befye yourfelfe to nourylQi the game in all that 
ye maye: & to dyfiroye all fuch thynges as ben 
devourers of it. IT And alL thofe that done after 
this rule ihall haue the bleiTyiige of god & Taynt 
Pctyr, whyche he theym graunte that wyth his 
precyous blood vs boughte. 
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% And for by caufe that this prefent treatyfe 
(holde not come to the hondys of eche ydle per- 
fone whychc wolde defire it yf it were enpryntyd 
allone by itfelf & put in a lytyll plaunflet ther- 
fore I have compylyd it in a greter volume of 
dyverfe bokys concernynge to gentyll & noble 
men to the entent that the forfayd ydle perfones 
whyche (holde have but lytyll mefure in the fayd 
dyfporte of fyflhyng (holde not by this meane 
utterly dyftroye it. 
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